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There has been a sharp increase in child sexual abuse, involving both boys and girls.
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The mid-year statistics on child sexual abuse, compiled and released by the NGO Sahil, showed that child

sexual abuse incidents increased by 32 percent in the first six months of 2018 compared to the same period

the previous year. In the first six months 2,322 cases were reported while 1,764 cases were recorded in the

first half of 2017. The report also showed that the number of cases involving boys had drastically increased

by 47 percent since 2017. Another disturbing finding of the report was the 75 percent rise in sexual violence

against children in the age group of 0-5 years. In this age group, 79 cases were recorded in the first six

months of 2017 whereas in 2018 the figure had reached 321. Quoting newspaper articles, the report stated

that the major crime categories of the reported cases from the first half of 2018 were abduction (542),

sodomy (381), rape (360), missing children (236), attempt of rape (224), gang sodomy (167), attempt of

sodomy (112), gang rape (92), and 53 cases of child marriages. Provincial statistics showed that 65% cases

were from the Punjab, 25% cases from Sindh, 3% cases from Islamabad, 3% cases from KP, 2% cases from

Balochistan. Twenty-one cases were reported from AJK, and two cases from G-B. Out of the total reported

cases, 74% were from rural .
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